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USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN, BL 

SUBJECT: BOLIVIAN VIEWS ON PROPOSED PANAMA CANAL TOLL INCREASE 
REFERENCE: STATE 58007 

1. EMBOFF PRESENTED DIPLOMATIC NOTE MARCH 25 TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR OF NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS, REGARDING 
SUBJECT MATTER REFTEL. INITIAL REACTION TO PROPOSED TOLL 
INCREASE STRONGLY NEGATIVE, IN VIEW OF IMPACT THIS MEASURE 
WOULD HAVE ON COST OF SHIPPING BOLIVIA'S MINERAL EXPORTS 
THROUGH PANAMA CANAL. GOB IS ALREADY SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
OVER IMPACT RECENTLY OVER US STRATEGIC STOCKPILE DISPOSALS, 
ADDITON OF TOLL INCREASE ISSUE AT THIS TIME WOULD REVIVE 
OLD CHARGES OF "ECONOMIC AGGRESSION" AS A POLITICAL ISSUE 

IN BILATERAL US-BOLIVIAN RELATIONS. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL PROMISED TO PASS SUBSTANCE OUR 
NOTE TO ECONOMIC MINISTRIES OF GOB FOR FURTHER ASSESSMENT 
OF POTENTIAL IMPACT ON BOLIVIAN ECONOMY. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
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WILL INFORM EMBASSY OF RESULTS OF THESE CONSULTATIONS, 
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WHICH WE WILL IN TURN TRANSMIT TO DEPARTMENT. 
STEDMAN 
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